You may not recognize the words

o5 ¢ mi!st%, around the Luther rose, but our ELCR

it "> | friends say these words (Hungarian or
German for “Our God is a Mighty

Fortress!”) to each other every Sunday.

R The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
¢ Romania is very old; it dates back to the
work of Josephus Honterus, a friend and

% » ¢<
‘%Burg it W0

disciple of Martin Luther. Reformation
Sunday is important to them, so we choose that Sunday (Oct.
30 this year) to pray for our ELCR companions.

You may use the following prayers (found in EL):

e “Church Unity” and/or “Pastors and Bishops” (page 73)
e “Global Mission” (under “Mission” on page 75)

Hymns that would be good to sing on Oct. 30 are: 434,(Jesus
Shall Reigr), 503 or 504 (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God)), 509
(God'’s Word is Our Great Heritage), 511 (Thy Strong Word), 517
(Lord, Keep us Steadfast in Your Word), 576 (We Are All One in
Mission), 579 (Lord, You Give the Great Commission), 594 (Dear
Christians, One and All, Rejoice) and 729 (The Church of Christ
in Every Age).

The pastor might want to wear black preaching robes instead of
an alb on this Sunday...and, last but not least, open the service
by saying “A mighty fortress is our God” and ask the people to
respond the same way .

You may also contact the synod office if you would like some of
the pamphlets the ELCR has written about their church.
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