
RE-ENTERING
OUR BUILDINGS



The global pandemic has taken
loved ones and for now stopped our
ability to gather. A time of change
and a time of many emotions:

• Anxiety
• Disappointment
• Frustration
• Grief
• Loneliness
• Stress

A time of opportunity to worship
and reach out in new ways.

The path 
toward 
re-entering 
our buildings



ØOur buildings have been closed
ØOur churches HAVE NOT been closed
Ø“We have been praying, worshipping, 

singing and sharing the Word, 
TOGETHER”*.

ØHow do we reflect God’s loving presence 
together as we re-enter our buildings?

*Jim Winkler – President National Council of Churches 6/2/2020 Webinar 
NYSCOC

Re-entering 
as church, 

TOGETHER!



Discernment

ØWhat have we learned during this time?
ØWhat will need to be different?
ØWhat can stay the same?
ØWhat is our local context?
ØWhat are the requirements we need to follow?
ØHow can we create a safe place for everyone to re-enter? For 

our most vulnerable?
ØHow can we reimagine what it means to be church 
TOGETHER?



ACTS: 2:1

When the day of Pentecost 
came, they were all 
together in one place.



Guidance

ØReview all state laws, regulations and guidance
ØReview all local laws, regulations and guidance
ØReview all local health department official guidance
ØFollow CDC recommendations
ØConsider recommendations from ELCA and MNYS
ØExplore resources from the NYS Council of Churches
ØConsider legal counsel
ØReview your insurance policy (contact your company or agent)



NYS Guidance



• Copy goes here
• And here

NYS 
Regions & 

Phases

Long Island Phase 2 today | NYC remains in Phase 1



NY State
• “Make decisions based on facts and data;” “Be smart;” “What 

happens is a function of what we do;” “We all have a role to 
play”.*

• As of June 6, places of worship will be permitted to reopen with 
25% occupancy with all social distancing protocols in place 
during Phase 2 of reopening. This is ahead of schedule!

• PPE works! 
• Click HERE for daily updates provided by “What You Need to 

Know”.

*From Governor Cuomo, May 7, 2020

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home


NYS Business Reopening Tool
Visit this page, 
HERE. 
• Enter County
• Business 

Category
• 813110 

Religious 
Organization

• Restrictions & 
guidelines are 
provided

https://www.businessexpress.ny.gov/app/nyforward


People. Places. Processes 
• Physical Distancing: at least six feet
• Face Covering
• Singing: at least 12 feet of distance, and subject to additional protective measures
• Elevators: 1 person at a time, no more than 50% capacity 
• Reduce bi-directional foot traffic
• Post signs
• Provide protective equipment
• Adhere to hygiene, cleaning and disinfection requirements advised by CDC and DOH
• Communicate plan
• Post Safety plan on site
• Screening and testing: employees, faith leaders and volunteers
• Tracing and tracking

NOTE: With re-opening, NYS expects to see an increase in cases in the Fall. States 
around the country are reporting increases following Memorial Day weekend.

NYS Guidance… continued



Follow State and Local Government guidelines
• For NYS Considerations for Schools, click HERE
• For CDC Considerations for Childcare, Schools, 

and Youth Programs, click HERE
• For NYS Child Care and Day Camp Programs 

Guidelines, click HERE
• For CDC Considerations for Schools, click HERE
• For CDC Considerations for Childcare, Schools, 

and Youth Programs, click HERE

Schools, Child Care Services, Camps

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/protecting-public-health-all-new-yorkers
https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/letters.php
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Childcare_and_Summer_Camps_Summary.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html


LOCAL Government Including NYC

• For the NYC COVID-19 Information 
Portal, click HERE

• Check County and 
City/Town/Municipality websites for 
local guidelines

• Check County/City/Local Health 
department websites

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/index.page


CDC and DOH Safety & Cleaning

“…as Americans 
are now aware, 
gatherings present 
a risk for 
increasing the 
spread of COVID-
19…” —CDC 
Guidance for Faith 
Communities

Resources
• Click, HERE, for CDC Resources 

for Community and Faith-Based 
Organizations deciding to reopen

• Click, HERE, for DOH Guidance for 
COVID-19 Cleaning and 
Disinfection for Houses of Worship

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/03/cleaning_guidance_houses_of_worship.pdf


From Our 
Siblings in 
Faith

“Safety first before 
reopening”–UCC



NYS Council of Churches

NYS Council of Churches Provided 
a Webinar on June 2, 2020 which 
is available online, HERE

Highlights
• Return when safe to do so
• Concern for the safety of our people
• Many in our churches are vulnerable
• Some don’t expect to gather until 

August

“Re-Opening Houses of 
Worship and Economic and 
Racial Justice During the 
Pandemic”

https://nyscoc.org/social-justice-and-legislation/disaster-response/


ELCA

Considerations for 
Returning to In-person 
Worship and How to 
Continue Being 
Church TOGETHER
During the COVID-19 
Pandemic

Click HERE

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%2520Resource%2520Repository/Returning_to_In-person_Worship.pdf


MNYS – Who Are We?

• Bronx
• Brooklyn
• Nassau
• New York City
• Queens
• Staten Island
• Suffolk 

17 Conferences
180 Churches 

• Dutchess
• Orange
• Putnam
• Rockland
• Sullivan
• Ulster
• Westchester



Recommendations
• State and local laws, regulations, and policies must 

be followed
• Consider the instructions our Bishop provided for 

communion
• Think through the plan and consider the message 

being sent to your congregation. How will members 
feel?

• Make responsible decisions
• Resume in-person worship when it is safe for all
• Consider those who are vulnerable in the 

congregation, including the Pastor
• Expect a possible second wave of the virus, in the 

Fall

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place”.



Links, 
References 
& 
Resources



• NY Forward
• NY Phase Two 

Industries
• Religious & Funeral 

Services Summary 
Guidance 

• Religious & Funeral 
Services Master 
Guidance 

NYS RESOURCES

https://forward.ny.gov/
https://forward.ny.gov/phase-two-industries
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/ReligiousandFuneralServicesSummaryGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/ReligiousandFuneralServicesMasterGuidance.pdf


MNYS 
COVID-19 
Resources

Visit mnys.org or click HERE

https://www.mnys.org/about/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.mnys.org/about/coronavirus-covid-19/


MNYS 
COVID-19: 
Recursos en
Español

Visita mnys.org o haz clic AQUÍ

https://www.mnys.org/about/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.mnys.org/crisis-del-coronavirus-covid-19/




THANK YOU!


