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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We live in a world filled with fear and anxiety. Concerns about the economy, war, politics, our children’s education, and the state of our church abound. It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by it all and lose hope. Or at the very least—to allow despair to creep into our lives. Is that what God wants for us? 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete” (John 15:11). Joy is God’s gift and our response to a faithful living as his people. In the Parable of the Talents in Matthew’s gospel, the servants that make good use of gifts they have been given are welcomed into the abundant joy of their master. 

To help us grow in our faith and commitment to Jesus, we are participating with other congregations in a stewardship emphasis the month of November. Each week, for three weeks, we invite you to gather with others around God’s word and conversation in a spiritual formation group for one hour. Sign up at the church or by emailing ___________________. Each Sunday a member of our congregation will share a mission moment, explaining what God is doing in his or her life through the ministry of our congregation. On November 16th, Pastor ______________ will be our preacher and worship leader in a pulpit exchange with ______________________ Church. Together we hope to share a message of the joy of God’s abundance and our commitment to greater service and generosity to Christ and his church. 

I hope you will be a part of this opportunity to pray, talk, worship, and give. 

Yours in Christ, 
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Reformation Day
October 31, 2014
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

November 16th is our Stewardship Commitment Sunday. This year we are participating in a synod-wide stewardship emphasis and working with ______________________ Church. On that Sunday we will have as our worship leader and preacher Pastor ___________________ as I lead worship and preach at his/her congregation. Together we hope to share a message of the joy of God’s abundance and our commitment to greater service and generosity to Christ and his church. 

To prepare us for that Sunday I have included information to help you in your discernment leading up to November 16th. The first is a narrative budget that gives you a sense of what we do with the money that is given each and every Sunday and the impact that it has on lives. The second is the tool for reflecting on your own level of giving and an invitation to grow as we seek to serve Christ in mission. 

Please be sure to welcome Pastor _________________ and thank him/her for his/her partnership in the gospel with us.
Yours in Christ,

Att: Narrative Budget

       Giving Worksheet
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November 16, 2014
Dear ________,

Thank you very much for your participation in our Stewardship Commitment Sunday Service. Thank you for your commitment to the ministry and mission of _________________________ Church. We hope to accomplish a lot this year and we are blessed by dedicated followers of Jesus like you.

If at any time you need to change your commitment during the year just let me know. 

Again, thank you so much.

Yours in Christ,

Financial Secretary

Commitment for 2015:
______________%                  $_______________  per week / per month / yearly

