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OPENING OF SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2023
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The assembly stands.
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God,
whose Word created us, whose Spirit gathers us again,
and whose dwelling among us leads us to live
as Christ in our communities.
Amen. 

Water is poured.

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating an earth of  splendor
and for making us into a people of  your own.
With all the saints who have received your Word
we worship you, holy God.
We worship you, holy God. 

We praise you for your eternal Word,
for conquering the force of  death,
and for raising us up through the resurrection of  our Lord.
For your Word alive among us,
we praise you, living God.
We praise you, living God.

Breathe the Spirit of  the risen Christ on us,
that led by your Word
we may honor your earth and its many peoples
and serve all who are in need.
For your Word animating our Easter life,
we bless you, loving God.
We bless you, loving God. 
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All worship, praise, and blessing be to you,
Source of  life, Ruler of  life, and Power of  life,
today and forever.
Amen.

HYMN

The assembly is sprinkled with water.
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READING  ACTS 2:1- 4

The assembly is seated.

A reading from Acts.
When the day of  Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of  a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of  fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of  them. All of  them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Word of  God, word of  life.
Thanks be to God.

ASSEMBLY OPENING

As in one body we have many members,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.

Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
I am there among them.

Live a life worthy of  the calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness,
making every effort to maintain the unity of  the Spirit
in the bond of  peace.
Let us pursue what makes for justice and peace,
and for mutual upbuilding. 
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PRAYER

The assembly stands.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, you open the hearts of  your faithful people
by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
Direct us by the light of  that Spirit,
that we may have a right judgement in all things
and rejoice at all times in your peace,
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

I declare this assembly to be in session
in the name of  the Father, and of  the  Son, and of  the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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