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The meeting was called to order by VP Christopher Vergara. Prayers by Bishop Foster.
1.  CONSENT ITEMS – the following were approved:
     A.  Agenda.
     B.  Draft SC minutes of 21 March 2026 with the following addition: Under 3Ae, Abiding
          Presence, Bronx and Epiphany, Laurelton were added as fund recipients.
2.  NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS
     A.  MNYS Congregations/Committees/Lutheran Partners/Interfaith
           a. Kalam Lutheran Church: release
                The congregation of Kalam initiated the process for disaffiliation from the ELCA in 2025
               and completed the process in March 2026 with a final congregation vote.  The
               congregation satisfied their financial obligation to our synod with full repayment for
               the partnership funding they received.
ACTION SC26: 05/01
RESOLVED, that the Synod Council of the Metropolitan New York Synod hereby releases Kalam Lutheran Church, located at 140 East Broadway, Roslyn, New York, from the roster of congregations of the Metropolitan New York Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and directs that this action be reported to the Office of the Secretary of the ELCA; and that such release shall become effective as of May 16, 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous - 17 YES) 
 
     B. CALLS:     
           a. The Rev. Perucy Butiku: Retirement Status effective 1 May 2026.
ACTION SC26: 05/02
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council grant retirement status to the Rev. Perucy Butiku effective May 1, 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 18 YES)

           b. The Rev. Luis Echandia: Interim Pastoral Ministry, Resurrection, Mt. Kisco effective          
               1 June 2026.
ACTION SC26: 05/03
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council extend a call to the Rev. Luis Echandia to serve as the Interim Pastor to the congregation of Resurrection, Mt. Kisco effective 1 June 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 17 YES)

           c. The Rev. Austin Newberry: resignation from the roster of the ELCA as Minister of Word
               and Sacrament effective 16 May 2026.
ACTION SC26: 05/04
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council accept the resignation of Austin Newberry from the ELCA roster of Ministers of Word and Sacrament effective 16 May 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 17 YES)
           d. The Rev. Richard Sheridan: Term-call Pastoral Ministry, Grace, North Bellmore,
                effective 1 June 2026.
ACTION SC26: 05/05
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council extend a call to the Rev. Richard Sheridan to serve a part time Term-Call to the congregation of Grace, North Bellmore effective 1 June 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 17 YES)

           e. Deacon Mary Leake: retroactive call: Trinity, Hicksville effective 1 August 2019 and
               retirement status effective 1 September 2022.
ACTION SC26: 05/06
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council extend a retroactive call to Deacon Mary Leake to serve as principal of Trinity Lutheran School, Hicksville effective 1 September 2019 – August 31, 2022.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 17 YES) 

ACTION SC26: 05/07
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council grant retirement status to Deacon Mary Leake effective 1 September 2022.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 17 YES)

           f. The Rev. Dr. A. David Anglada: retirement status effective 1 July 2026.
ACTION SC26: 05/08
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council grant retirement status to the Rev. Dr. A. David Anglada effective 1 July 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 16 YES)

           g. The Rev. Kimberly Lile: retirement status effective 1 May 2026.
ACTION SC26: 05/09
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council grant retirement status to the Rev. Kimberly Lile effective 1 May 2026.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 18 YES) 

     C.  PROPERTY - Following the closure of a congregation, an LLC (Limited Liability Company) is formed for the former congregation’s property – which is transferred to the synod and becomes a synod owned property.  
           a. LLC for former St. Thomas, Nyack
ACTION SC26: 05/10
RESOLVED, that for the reasons set forth above, all of which are included and incorporated herein and made a part hereof as if fully set forth, the Synod, pursuant to Section 13.24 of its constitution and New York Religious Corporations Law Article 2, Section 17-c(2), does hereby take charge and control of the real and personal property (including the Property) of Saint Thomas Lutheran Church to hold, manage, and convey it on behalf of the Synod; and it is further 

RESOLVED, that based upon the facts recited and for the reasons set forth above, all of which are included and incorporated herein and made a part hereof as if fully set forth here, the Synod Council hereby approves of the formation of the LLC and the transfer of the Property to the LLC (if applicable and desired by the Synod); and it is further 

RESOLVED, if the LLC is formed, the sole purpose shall be to hold, manage, and convey title to the Property for, on behalf of, and at the direction and convenience of the Synod, its sole member and manager; and it is further 

RESOLVED, that the dissolution of the Synod is not contemplated following the transfer of the real and personal property of Saint Thomas Lutheran Church to the Synod and upon the formation and transfer of the Property (if applicable) to the LLC.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 18 YES)

           b. LLC for former Zion St. Mark’s
ACTION SC26: 05/11
RESOLVED, that for the reasons set forth above, all of which are included and incorporated herein and made a part hereof as if fully set forth, the Synod, pursuant to Section 13.24 of its constitution and New York Religious Corporations Law Article 2, Section 17-c(2), does hereby take charge and control of the real and personal property (including the Property) of Zion St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church to hold, manage, and convey it on behalf of the Synod; and it is further 

RESOLVED, that based upon the facts recited and for the reasons set forth above, all of which are included and incorporated herein and made a part hereof as if fully set forth here, the Synod Council hereby approves of the formation of the LLC and the transfer of the Property to the LLC (if applicable and desired by the Synod); and it is further 

RESOLVED, if the LLC is formed, the sole purpose shall be to hold, manage, and convey title to the Property for, on behalf of, and at the direction and convenience of the Synod, its sole member and manager; and it is further 

RESOLVED, that the dissolution of the Synod is not contemplated following the transfer of the real and personal property of Zion St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church to the Synod and upon the formation and transfer of the Property (if applicable) to the LLC.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 18 YES)

     D.  2027 SYNOD ASSEMBLY DATES AND LOCATION
ACTION SC26: 05/12
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council approve the 2027 Synod Assembly be held at the St. Peter’s campus of United Lutheran Church of Long Island on May 14-15, 2027.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 17 YES)  

     E.  COMPENSATION GUIDELINES COMMITTEE/TASKFORCE
ACTION SC26: 05/13
The Executive Committee is recommending that the Synod Council authorize the formation of a Task Force.
MOTION PASSED (Unanimous – 17 YES)

     F.  DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
ACTION SC26: 05/14
RESOLVED, that the Metropolitan New York Synod Council consents to the appointment / employment of Dr. Kathleen Ruen as Director for Development. Salary is in range with Director position. Expecting a 1 September 2026 start date.
ADOPTED (Unanimous – 18 YES)

3.  REPORT OF THE BISHOP
     A.  PASTORAL CARE/ECUMENICAL & INTERFAITH PARTICIPATION
           a. Congregational visits – ongoing (30 Sunday AM preaching events to date).
           b. Lay Leader Luncheons – completed 4/24 and 5/8.
           c. FPU – several classes completed; upcoming clergy class to start in September.
           d. Quad 1,2, 3 and 4 meetings – done on 3/26 and 4/23
           e. Black Equity Table (BET) provided report on technology grant.
           f.  Person Place & Thing Podcast – done 4/16 at St. Luke’s, Manhattan.
           g. Setting apart – 11 Deacons set apart on 4/18/26 at ULC of LI, Gloria Dei campus.
           h. Lutheran/Ecumenical partners – Bishop will attend Consecration of new Episcopal
                Bishop of LI on 9/18/26.
           i.  Upcoming – 9/11 25th Year Anniversary Service planned for 9/11/26.
           j.  Memorial Mass – Robert Rimbo, 3/22/26 at Holy Trinity, Manhattan.

     B.  CONGREGATIONAL/CONFERENCE UPDATES – none at this time.

4.  REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
     A.  Legal/Property Updates
           a. Grace, Uniondale – closing in coming months.
           b. New Hope, Valley Stream – buyer moving forward; hope to close by end of summer.
           c. Fordham, Bronx – changes to plan with church space enhanced. Word and sacrament
               ministry to be reclaimed.
           d. 763 Prospect Ave. – Land not being sold. Working with same team from Fordham to 
               envision what will be there, including word and sacrament ministry.
     B.  Events
           a. MNYS Council retreat – June 20, 9 AM – 3 PM, Wartburg, Mt. Vernon.
     C.  MNYS and Lutheran Social Ministry Organization Update
           a. Wartburg, Mt. Vernon – Archcare taking over. Looking to add ELCA presence to board. 
               Trying to make sure chapel is maintained.
     D.  Archives Update  - all  archives are now out of the office.
     E.  Staff Updates
           a. Blessing Tawengwa resigned as Executive Administrative Assistant and Liz Aaron will be
               filling that position. An Doan will be working with the A2Bs and Director of Media and
               Communications.

5.  REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
     A.  Sensitive Locations Litigation Update – Christopher may become more involved in this
           litigation; more information forthcoming.
     B.  MNYS Committee Overview – Christopher will be meeting with Bishop Foster to discuss
           making appointments at the June meeting.

6.  REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
     A.  Constitutional updates – Work continues; we hope to have a completed draft copy for all
           by the June meeting.

7.  REPORT OF THE TREASURER
     A.  Mission Support Report (see attached reports with these minutes) – the audit
           continues, which is why we have no financial statements yet for FY 2025.

8.  ELCA CHURCH COUNCIL REPORT – Christopher reported on the ongoing work of this body.

9.  REPORT OF THE OBSERVER – Christopher thanked everyone for their questions/comments.

Upcoming meetings: EC: 6/11/26 10 AM via Zoom; SC: 6/20/26 at Wartburg (9 AM – 3 PM)

The meeting was closed with prayer by Bishop Foster.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas M. Sargent – MNYS Secretary                    








