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MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: We cannot wait till the world is sane

ear friends of Seafarers
International House (SIH):

Thanks to your support, we as-
sisted 19,066 people, over 1,000 more
than last year! We had many reasons
to rejoice as we journeyed together
with seafarers and immigrants legally
seeking asylum, even though the year
itself can be described as “unsteady”.

In January, Houthis fired upon two US-
flagged container ships, putting sea-
farers in danger. From November 2023
until their release on January 22, 2025,
17 Filipinos, 3 Ukrainians, 2 Bulgarians,
2 Mexicans, and 1 Romanian of the MV
Galaxy Leader, a vehicle carrier, were
held hostage. Since November 2023,
over 90 vessels have been attacked,
sinking at least two ships, and killing
four mariners. Add the “normal” isola-
tion of contracts lasting for 6-9 months
and you understand that seafarers
continue to make great sacrifices.

Thanks to your support, our Port Chap-
lains can bring a ministry of presence,
essentials, and transportation to sea-
farers. Last February, we celebrated
the official start of our Ukrainian-born
Port Chaplain Pastor Vitalii Guz, who
serves with our partners at the Balti-
more International Seafarers Center
(BISC). We also welcomed our ship vis-
itor, Tim Marzik, who has big shoes to
fill with the retirement of our beloved
Ruth Setaro after 27 years of service.

We reignited our partnership with
the Deutsche Seemannsmission eV,
which traces its roots to 1907, when
the son of the director of the German
Emigrant House (a predecessor of
SIH), helped found the German Sea-
men's Mission in the Port of New York,
a service we continue to this day.

Tragically, on March 26, the Francis
Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore was
struck by a container ship. The acci-
dent killed six construction workers, all
of whom were immigrants. In the after-
math, 7 ships operated by 120 seafarers
were temporarily trapped, and to this
day many of the crew members on the
accident-causing ship continue to be
held in the US as litigation progresses.
With Baltimore International Seafarers
Center (BISC), and Chaplain Vitalii and
- returning from retirement - Chaplain
Rev. K. Robert "“Bob" Schmitt, SIH was
able to provide relief to those affected.

In April, it was party time! Thanks to
our honorees Katie Higginbottom,
Randi Ciszewski, and Tim Nolan and
the support of their friends, the Setting
the Course Reception was a success!
180 attendees ensured through their
contributions that we would be able to
serve 13,556 seafarers in the Ports of
Albany, Baltimore, Duluth, New Haven,
and New York & New Jersey, and with
accommodations in NYC.

Then in August, we bid fair seas and
following winds to two SIH icons:
Arthur William Clark (1944), a long-
time SIH board member and treasur-
er for over 20 years; and Port Chaplain
Rev. William C. Fensterer (1930), who
for over 50 years provided unparal-
leled service to mariners.

We exulted, when, in September, the
Ghanaian family, who we supported at
the Lighthouse, found their own home.
All four miraculously survived the dan-
gerous journey through the Darian Gap
and almost drowned before legally
applying for asylum and working hard
to become self-sufficient. Through-
out 2024, we assisted 33 asylees and
provided them with a safe place for a
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combined 1,508 lodging nights.

After the November elections, we pray
that legal immigration will remain pos-
sible and vow to stand with people
who are persecuted or experience vi-
olence elsewhere.

At Christmastime we rejoiced! With the
help of all those listed on page 5, we
delivered a record setting 3,507 satch-
els to seafarers out at sea spreading
love around the globe.

With this bittersweet year in mind, |
would like to close this report with ex-
cerpts from Madeleine LEngle's poem
First Coming:

He did not wait till the world was readly,
till men and nations were at peace

He came when the Heavens were
unsteady

and prisoners cried out for release. ...

.. We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain,

He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!
Peace, &




2024 Program Impact

immigrants and seafarers directly asylum seekers received lodging for a total of 1,508
19 y O 6 6beneﬁted from SIH services (up from 3 3nights. They hailed from Bulgaria, Burkina Faso,
18,004). Chad, Colombia, Cuba, Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea,

lodging nights provided to 140 seafarers in Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Ukraine, and Venezuela.
2 y 2 2 5Manhattan.

Asylee Guests by Country of Origin
Number of Asylees ]
i s

6seafarers were visited and counseled
13 y 55 on 1,232 ships, receiving essentials they

requested.

8 seafarers were transported to a mall or ‘ h
1 y 3 O medical facilities. »

seafarers, regardless of faith, received
3 y 5 07Christmas—at—Sea satchels filled with warm
clothing and holiday greetings prepared by volunteers to
recognize their sacrifices. Up from 3,216 last year!

2024 FINANCIAL REPORT

In accordance with our 2024 - 2028 strategic plan, operating gains continue to help to build reserves for a new property ($1M)
with mission-based guest rooms and offices. These gains also allow for capital repairs on the guesthouse ($200,000), which
is leased to Breaking Ground, a NYC-based non-profit which provides transitional housing to the community. Lease revenue
provides only a portion of necessary means to support our mission to seafarers and immigrants. Donations remain a vital pillar
of income to support our services and future expansion. Program services and reserves accounted for 85% of expenses with
only 15% spent on support services and fundraising. These figures reflect unaudited revenue and expenses and are subject to
change. To request the audited 2024 financial statements please send an email to henryk@sihnyc.org. 3,

Operating Revenue 2024 (pre-audit) Operating Expenses & Reserves for New Property 2024

$3,431,164 (pre-audit)
$3,034,256
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