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LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN

By Christopher Vergara,
Chair of the MNYS Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry

come to me

Answering the call to take care of the stranger among us, 
the Metropolitan New York Synod has declared itself a 
sanctuary synod and a welcoming synod in the ELCA´s 
AMMPARO Network. The word “amparo” in Spanish means, 
the protection of a living creature from suffering or damage. 
The ELCA’s strategy to Accompanying Migrant Minors with 
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities 
(AMMPARO) was envisioned after witnessing the plight of 
children who are forced to flee their communities because 
of complex and interrelated reasons, including chronic 
violence, poverty, environmental displacement and lack of 
opportunities in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. At its 
March meeting, the synod council, once again, answered a 
call to care for migrant minors in our synod by establishing 
our synod’s Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry.

The Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry is working to provide 
regular Word/Sacrament ministry and pastoral care to minors 
in immigration detention centers in our synod, lead and 
coordinate participation by members of this synod in the 
weekly Jericho Walk around Federal Plaza, create a Sanctuary 
Youth Group that coordinates monthly outings with minors 
in detention, generate a list of housing availabilities for 
migrant minors released from custody, coordinate with the 
ELCA AMMPARO network, and recommend and coordinate 
opportunities for the Synod to engage in immigration-
related public policy.

To provide the proper resources to do this work the synod 
council created the Sanctuary Ministry Fund. This fund is 
used to support the ministry, but also to pay for bonds to 
release migrant minors from detention and to help pay fees 
associated with those applying for asylum. Understanding 
that the need is great and that the fund is not unlimited, we 
have focused our efforts with minors and young adults (as 
in 21-year-olds and younger). As we try to be intersectional 
in our work, when able, we focus our work on those who 
are doubly marginalized by our unjust immigration system: 
single mothers, queer persons, indigenous people, etc. The 
synod has already paid the bonds to release four migrant 
minors from detention and is in the process of paying the 
asylum processing fees for an 8-year-old girl who is being 
separated from her mother who has already been granted 
asylum. We have also paid for flights for two minors so they 
could be reunited with their mothers, from whom they had 
been separated. We are excited to announce that one of 
the minors whose bond we paid, has recently received his 
working permit and social security number, meaning he can 
live with more dignity as he awaits his court date.

“but Jesus said,
‘Let the little children come to 
me, and do not stop them; for 
it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of  heaven belongs.’”
From the Gospel according to Saint Matthew

“I may not understand your religion, but I 
am deeply committed to your mission and 
what you are doing with these kids. You can 

count on us as a partner in this work”.

Alex Ghinger, President,
Gotham Knights Rugby Football Club
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Our synod’s Sanctuary Youth Group continues to provide 
children in detention with recreational, cultural, educational, 
and artistic outings, while providing them access to pastoral 
care. So far, we have been able to go rock climbing at The 
Cliff, had a rugby field day with the Gotham Knights RFC on 
Randall’s Island, had a soccer field day with coaches at Upper 
90 Soccer Queens, spent the day learning about immigrant 
artist Louise Nevelson and then actually creating art in her 
style, and most recently, learned about God’s wonderful 
creation with a trip to the Bronx Zoo. We were surprised to 
hear that we were the only organization working to provide 
these types of outings for these children, which makes them 
so much more important.

“Nevelson Chapel is honored to partner 
with the Sanctuary Ministry, enabling 
migrant minors to tell their stories by 
creating collage/assemblage artworks 

inspired by Louise Nevelson. Their stories 
resonate with her own story, having 

immigrated to the United States as a castoff 
of  an increasingly anti-Jewish Europe.”

Nevelson Legacy Council

Photo by Yunner
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We are excited to see how individual congregations have 
partnered with our Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry. Saint 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Hicksville held their Latin 
Band Concert and Dance, with proceeds going toward the 
Sanctuary Ministry Fund. Trinity Lutheran in Astoria hosted 
the Sanctuary Youth Group for lunch after our day of soccer 
and then assembled and donated about 50 backpacks filled 
with school supplies for migrant minors in detention. Saint 
James-Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church in South Ozone 
Park held our first pop-up immigration clinic. And over the 
summer, members of Pinecrest and a number of deans 
led their conferences as they participated in Jericho Walks 
around Federal Plaza.

While only having been formed less than a year ago, 
AMMPARO Ministry has been very busy at work and it is all 
made possible because of your mission support dollars. For 
that, your Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry Team and about 
250+ migrant minors say THANK YOU!

DONATE TO HELP UNACCOMPANIED 
MIGRANT MINORS

The Sanctuary Ministry Fund was established to help 
support the work of our Sanctuary Ministry.

Your donation will help our synod provide migrant 
minors with protection, advocacy, representation,

and opportunity. 

A gift of $4,000 will help provide a minor’s asylum 
application and processing.

A gift of $500 – $1,250 will provide an outing of our 
Sanctuary Youth Group for 30 –50 minors

in detention.

A gift of $200 – $500 will provide a welcome packet 
for a minor recently released from detention.

A gift of $121 will provide a monthly MetroCard for a 
minor recently released from detention.

A gift of $75 – $100 will provide a cell phone for a 
minor to remain in contact with family, lawyers,

and case workers.

As bonds to be released from detention range from 
$1,500 to as great as $10,000, a gift of any size will be 
combined with others to help change the life of an 

unaccompanied migrant minor.

Send checks payable to MNYS,
with “Sanctuary Ministry”

in the memo line, to:
475 Riverside Drive Suite 1620,

New York, NY 10115.

“I am forever grateful to the MNYS and its 
Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry for paying 

to get me out of  the detention center. The 
unexpected gift has been the community I 

have found in the parish community I have 
been welcomed into, who are accompanying 

me through this difficult process of  living 
with more dignity and hope.”

Lucas, migrant minor

“As a pastor, who is also an immigrant to 
this country, I cannot tell you what it feels 
like to speak with a hopeless young adult 

recently transferred to a detention center, or 
with a scared 6-year-old who doesn’t know 
if  they will get to see their mom again. The 
Sanctuary/AMMPARO Ministry, resulting 
from your mission support, enables us to 
tell that child that they are not alone, and 

that God loves them.”
The Rev. Fabian Arias,

Sanctuary/AMMAPRO Ministry Coordinator



THANK YOU!


