Summer 2024 Kindling Faith Events:
Registration Now Live!
 
1. Theological Learning with Adults featuring Dr. Allison deForest Professor of New Testament, July 14 – 19 Many of us are very used to encountering texts from Paul’s 1st and 2nd Letters to the church in Corinth in the bits offered in the Lectionary on Sunday mornings. Some of these bits are favorites – some of Paul’s greatest hits – others seem deeply troubling and contradictory. During this week, we will examine the biblical books 1 & 2 Corinthians as a whole, taking into account the fact that they are part of a larger set of communications between Paul and the church that he founded in Corinth. The hope is that this holistic approach will deepen our understanding of what each individual passage says and means. Click here to register.
 
2. Wine, Cheese, and Chocolate (and Morning Conversations with David Hayward, aka NakedPastor: July 28-August 2. It’s been a year. Wars. Politics. Covid (again). The leaking toilet in the parish hall. You name it. Deacons and Pastors (and spouses): you deserve a break—some time away at a place apart. Welcome to the Gettysburg campus of ULS for a week of relaxation and meaningful moments. This year, you are welcome to bring your spouse and family members (each additional family member is only $100). On Thursday evening, we will have the Second Annual Bestowing of the Blessed Gourd Award given to the church leader with the most bizarre ministry story from the past year. Hope you can join us. BONUS: Lower Susquehanna Rostered Leaders can attend for free thanks to a generous grant from the synod! Click here to register.
 
3. Summer Ministry Institute: Relevant Worship in a Strange New World with Rev. Jonathan Rundman and Rev. Sarah and Erik Teichmann, August 11 – 16. Over the course of five days, spend time with songleader and composer Rev. Jonathan Rundman with Rev. Sarah and Erik Teichmann in an interactive discussion about worship and congregational participation. We’ll examine our personal histories as people-in-the-pews, explore our own creativity, focus on lots of practical application (technology, psychology, theology, repertoire), and crowdsource best practices for worship/music planning in our congregations. Fun! Joy! Harmony! Contemplation! Wondering! Friends! For more information on our presenters, click here. Click here to register.
All above is on mnys.org


 
Other Kindling Faith Opportunities Abound…
 
Spring Convocation on the Gettysburg Campus will take place April 24th. The theme is “Theodicy” and will feature Dr. Natalia Marandiuc and New York Times bestselling author Dr. Kate Bowler. Register here.

     In the Footsteps of St. Paul. Journey to Greece with Revs. Drs. Angela and Martin Otto-Zimmann,
           October 24 – November 5th. More information here.
 
For Congregational Councils seeking to learn more about this vital ministry of the church—a new six-part zoom series kicked off on January 8th at 7 pm (meeting on the second Monday of each month through June). Cost is now only $60. Click here to learn more!
 
For church leaders who want to recognize the signs of abuse and help those who are suffering. (Pastoral Care online series with Dr. Beth Toler, March 4 & 7.) Discounted rate will apply for new students to the series. Email mzimmann@uls.edu for details.
 
Synod-authorized training programs are available in March and April. We are offering in-person training on both the Philadelphia and Gettysburg campuses in March. Online trainings will be available in April. Anti-racism, LGBTQIA2S+ Competency, and Boundary concepts are the topics. Register here.
 
The Nolde Lecture series welcomes author Anthony Ray Hinton to the Philadelphia campus on Monday, March 18th at 7 pm for a free lecture about his experience of living on death row for thirty years. The event will also be livestreamed and his book And the Sun Does Shine will be available for purchase and signing. Register here to attend in person or via livestream.
 
Reconciling the Shadow is a special day apart for rostered and lay women to examine their spiritual and mental growth edges. Join Jesus in the desert, hold space for grief, anger, and questioning, and gain concrete tools and direction to move toward true belief in resurrection. March 21-22 in Gettysburg. Register here.
 
“Rediscovering Hope” with Nancy Nyland will take place on April 11th at the Gettysburg campus and online. Nyland has taught the ELCA’s congregational vitalization workshops for several years. This workshop will focus on reclaiming our hope in Jesus Christ and how this shapes our evangelism and outreach; part of the “Small but Mighty Church” series.


Save these 2024 dates for Authors at ULS:
· March 18th at 7 pm in Philadelphia, Anthony Ray Hinton
· April 24th at 1 pm in Gettysburg, Kate Bowler (recently interviewed by Krista Tippett for the radio show On Being)
· September 18th at 1 pm in Philadelphia, Jamie Bruesehoff
As always, I give thanks to the people of the Lower Susquehanna Synod for their special support and for all ULS donors who make our mission possible. I am also grateful for Bishop Michael Lozano of the Northwestern PA Synod for introducing me to the Lutheran Foundation for Long-Term Living.
 
Kindling Faith—because learning never ends.
 
Martin

Pastor Martin Otto-Zimmann, PhD he/his
Kindling Faith, Because Learning Never Ends
United Lutheran Seminary
61 Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Office: 717-338-3011
Cell: 734-755-4523
 
Book a meeting with me by clicking here.
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#ULSTogether
Follow us on Facebook and [instagram.com/unitedlutheran]Instagram
Please note that I usually don’t respond to email after business hours or on weekends.
Please call my cell in the event of an urgent matter.
 
This email, and any attachments, may contain privileged and confidential information and is solely for the use of the sender's intended recipient(s). If you received this email in error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete all copies and attachments. Thank you.
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